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The disability of deaf people arises from the numerous barriers in communication with the
hearing majority in society. To put it provocatively: deaf people ARE not disabled, they
BECOME disabled. The unique aspect amongst the group of people with disabilities is

clearly their own language: sign language.

Sign languages are already recognized as independent languages in many countries
around the world, including Austria since 2005. However, many international human rights
related to language and their numerous impacts are not accessible to the deaf community
in Austria. Given the ban on discrimination based on language, there is a lot of catching
up to do here, not least with regard to the potential of recognizing sign languages as

minority languages.

The event aims to discuss the following questions, among others, with national and

international experts in a forum open to the public:

e How can the human rights of deaf people in terms of access and linguistic non-
discrimination be strengthened?

e Why is the implementation of measures to reduce linguistic barriers and
discriminatory exclusion and to recognize the rights of the linguistic minority of sign
language users progressing so slowly?

e What would be the impact of recognizing the Deaf community as a linguistic
minority?

e What kind of activities can stakeholders undertake to strengthen the political will to
comply with the requirements of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities and the rights to equality and non-discriminatory practices, and to

position the Deaf community as a linguistic minority?
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